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RECOMMENDED SERVICE LIFE OF LIFEBUOYS 

Technical Statement 

CAN-SB MARINE PLASTICS S.r.l., as manufacturer of marine safety equipment, continuously monitors 

the long-term performance of its products under real operating conditions. 

Our lifebuoys are manufactured using high-quality polyethylene materials specifically formulated for 

marine applications. During production, UV stabilizers and anti-aging additives are incorporated into the 

raw material to improve resistance to sunlight exposure and environmental degradation. 

However, lifebuoys are typically installed outdoors and are therefore continuously exposed to severe 

environmental conditions, including: 

• Ultraviolet (UV) radiation from sunlight; 

• Salt spray and marine atmosphere; 

• Temperature fluctuations between day and night and between seasons; 

• Humidity, rain and adverse weather conditions; 

• Mechanical wear caused by handling, transportation and normal use. 

Although the materials and additives used significantly slow down the aging process, prolonged exposure 

to these factors inevitably causes a gradual deterioration of the mechanical and aesthetic properties of 

polymer-based products. 

Based on our manufacturing experience, material characteristics and field observations, CAN-SB 

MARINE PLASTICS recommends considering a maximum service life of five (5) years from the date of 

installation for lifebuoys operating under normal outdoor marine conditions. 

After this period, the product should be carefully inspected and evaluated for replacement, even if no 

visible damage is apparent, in order to maintain the highest level of safety and reliability. 

This recommendation is intended as a preventive safety guideline and reflects the natural aging process of 

polymer materials exposed to the marine environment. 
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